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The Presidents Report

by Daniel Bonetti

I would to thank all of you that attended the PHCC
Golf Tournament of the 29" of September. This is
one of the first events that had been a combined
Local Association event. Other than the State Con-
vention most all other events are local events only.
I hope this is the beginning of more future events
to be multi-association events. We did have a very
large turnout of our membership that attended this
event again showing that we are local is one of the
most active in California. Having these joint events
is one of the best ways to help grow the associa-
tion. By attending you are able to meet other Con-
tractors, Suppliers, Associate Members, PHCC
State Staff, and begin to know people on a one to
one basis.

We are currently working with the State PHCC and
the National PHCC to begin combining a list and
an understanding of all of the optional benefits that
your membership brings. There are so many
added benefits that are included with your mem-
bership that these sometimes get lost in the shuffle
and get over looked. In the upcoming monthly
meetings | will be reminding you of these money
saving perks that availably to you.

| also want to thank all of you that have helped
sponsor our Local Scholarship Casino Night on the
18™, and those members and guests attending this
event.

Daniel Bonetti
PHCC-ACCC President

Roeber’s, Inc.

Receives 2011 PHCC Safety
Award

(Owatonna, Minnesota) — Federated Insurance
proudly announced their fifth annual Safety First!
Contractor of the Year Award on September 24,
during the closing reception and officer installation
of the Plumbing-Heating-Cooling-Contractors Na-
tional Association’'s convention, CONNECT 2011,
held in Minneapolis. This year’s recipient was Roe-
ber’'s Inc., a third-generation business serving the
East Bay area of San Francisco.

Upon learning of the honor, John Roeber, presi-
dent of the 26-employee company, said, “The
safety programs at Roeber’'s vary from simple
weekly work-wise announcement in the paychecks
to a full Injury and lllness Prevention Program. By
doing this, we have kept our claims and losses at a
minimum.”

The Safety First! award was created to recognize a
PHCC contractor who takes advantage of Feder-
ated’s risk management assistance to effectively
implement sound risk management practices. With
hundreds of clients eligible each year to receive
this prestigious honor, it was Roeber’s vigilant ap-
proach to loss control that elevated them among
their peers.

Congratulations to Roeber’s, Inc., for earning the
Contractor of the Year award by practicing Safety
First!
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Alameda Contra Costa PHCC

Board of Directors

President

Dan Bonetti
Frank Bonetti Plumbing, Inc.
(510) 582-0934

Vice President

John Cottrell
Comack Plumbing
(510) 834-9544

Secretary

John Roeber
Roeber’s Inc.
(510) 537-0556

Treasurer

Steve Ferguson
Mr. Rooter Plumbing
(510) 843-6378

Directors

Brad Roeber
Roeber’s Inc.
(510) 537-0556

Daniel Marks
Marina Plumbing
(925) 600-8955

Maria Perez
Emergency Service Restoration
(800) 577-7537

Steve Rivers
Rivers Plumbing, Htg. & Air
(925) 846-6000

TAPMO UPDATE

by John Cottrell

Question: What plumbing fixture has the
weir of the trap above the vent inlet?

Answer: There is one exception to Code
Section 905.5, a water closet. A vent pipe
connection that is below the weir of the trap.

Question: What plumbing fixture has an “S”
trap?

Answer: As you may know, an “S” trap is il-
legal, but an “S” trap is legal on a water
closet.

Comment: Water closets and similar siphon
waste fixtures do not require vent piping to
protect their trap seals. A water closet is in-
tentionally “S” trapped, so that siphonage
will occur, emptying the entire trap seal and
its contents with every flush.

The PHCC Pipe Dope is published 12 times per year for
the Alameda & Contra Costa Counties Chapter of PHCC.
Letters and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views of
the officers or members of Alameda & Contra Costa PHCC.

PHCC-ACCC Members: Your staff is always looking for
ways to serve you better. If you have a good article or hot tip
let us know. Call (925) 455-4188 or fax information to (925)
455-4187, or send to chris@phccaccc.org
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LAW TALK -

Does Operating Out Of Name Style Make Contractor Unlicensed?
Sam K. Abdulaziz & Kenneth S. Grossbart
Attorney at Law

.As you may be aware, it is very important for a licensed contractor to conduct business under the proper name - as it
is shown on the CSLB records. Failure to do so is a cause for discipline by the CSLB and may prevent a contractor
from collecting compensation if they are deemed to be unlicensed because of the incorrect name being used.

The California Courts of Appeal recently heard the case of David E. Ball v. Steadfast-BLK which sheds new light on
this operating out of name style issue. David E. Ball ("Ball") was, is, and has been a duly licensed contractor with the
CSLB as a sole proprietor. According to the CSLB, Ball has a fictitious name of "Clark Heating and Air Conditioning."
Therefore, the correct name style would be "David E. Ball dba Clark Heating and Air Conditioning" or even "Clark
Heating and Air Conditioning."

Given that nobody is perfect, and mistakes happen, Ball entered into a contract under the name style "Clark Air Con-
ditioning & Heating." At first glance, it appears to be the same name; at least it contains all of the same words. The
name is actually transposed and Ball therefore was operating out of name style. The question at hand is whether this
made Ball an unlicensed contractor.

The trial court saw Ball as an unlicensed contractor because of his operating out of name style. They further deter-
mined that since he was an unlicensed contractor he could not bring any actions to seek compensation for his work,
according to Business and Professions Code A§ 7031(a). Because of this, the trial court ultimately dismissed Ball's
foreclosure on the mechanic's lien cause of action.

Upon appeal, it was determined that any fictitious business name that Ball was operating his business under would
still be "licensed" since Ball was the sole proprietor licensee not the fictitious name or dba, since the company is not a
legal entity. Note that the CSLB licenses individuals (such as Ball), partnerships, corporations and soon, limited liabil-
ity companies.

It was further found that even if Ball did break the law as laid out in the Contractors' State License Law that it was not
sufficient to disallow him from seeking recovery for work performed. The violations could constitute a technical viola-
tion with the CSLB.

Although this decision gives the individual sole owner breathing room with respect to their name style when it comes
to recovery, there are various technical violations that still pose a threat. These violations can cause an in depth in-
vestigation by CSLB Enforcement Representatives and bring disciplinary actions such as fines, license suspension,
and even revocation of the license. The violation could also become public record for all further customers to see and
possibly cause them not to enter into a contract.

As simple as it is, it's always a good idea for any type of contractor to make sure that everything they are doing is un-
der the proper name style. It's a good foundation for the business.

Happy
Thanksgiving
2011
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BAY AREA
DLUMBING &UPDPLY
[

Jim Brennan - Rick Becerra

2349 Tripaldi Way
Hayward, CA 94545

Phone (5100 259-0200
Fax (S10) Z59-0270

MATT LAIOLO

SUPPLY COMPANY

2800 SAN PABLO AVE.
OAKLAND, CA 94608

PHONE (510) 444-6614
(510) 444-2518

E-MAIL - MLAIOLO@RUBENSTEINSUPPLY.COM
WEB - WWW.RUBENSTEINSUPPLY.COM
CELL - (510) 772-3824 FAX

2900 Volpey Way
Union City, Ca 94587

Uliwacr

PLUMBING SUPPLY COMPANY 510 471.5757 Phone

510.471.5751 Fax
888.471WHCI (9424)Toll Free

510.991.2924 Direct

John Mills 510.991.2949 Fax

President
jmills@whcisupply.com

(510) 569-6566

UWitalesale Diotrcbutorns

1055 SEMINARY AVENUE
OAKLAND, CA 94621

JIM TAYLOR

MEYER PLUMBING SUPPLY

Cisinbutor 1o the Plumbing. Fiping, A¢ Conglionng, Reliigeralion & Sheet Metal indussies

ASHBY PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLY

At Sth Strest, two blocks East of Hwy. 80

100" Ashby Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94710
(510) B43-6652
Fax (510) 843-6424

Glenn M. Kunishige
General Manager

SIG KEHR
575 INDEPENDENT ROAD Area Manager
OAKLAND, CA 94621
183 Anthur RdUFO Box 2487 27601 Industrial Bhvd.
Marline, CA 94553 Hayward, Ch 84545
GANNON MYALL Phone: (325} 228-8030 Phone: (510) 264-8218
SALES Fax:  [925) 223-8097 Fax: (5100 264-2723
(510) 832-3324 |
FAX (510) 686-2680 F
CELL (510) 207-2425 WHOLESALE et An Employee-Owned Compary
E-mail: gamyall@meyersupply.com DISTRIBUTOR brsiod e
Wholesale &
a @h Commercial
U Residential a WOLSELEY company

‘Whaolesale Flumbing-Commercial-Industrial-PVF-Tools

G147 Industrial Way, 08
Livermaore, CA $4551-5709
Phone: (925} 443-02320
FAX: (925} 449-7T253
weww. fergusen.com

Cell: 925-784-0891
humbeno.mocieeurme & fergusoncom

jr“fﬁ'w Humberto Moctezuma Wos
wian OUTSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVE E‘I’mf.ﬁ
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Sweeney, Mason,
Wilson & Bosomworth

A Professional Law Corporation

Sweeney, Mason, Wilson & Bosomworth has been representing businesses and individuals in the Bay Area since
1990. Joseph Sweeney formed the firm with Roger Mason and Kurt Wilson after his downtown Los Gatos law office
was damaged in the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake. Over the years the firm has grown in prominence and is currently

well established as a leading law firm in the South Bay Area.

SMWB is a full service law firm providing substantially all of the legal services required by small and mid-sized com-
panies and serving the estate planning needs of individuals and families. SMWB represents clients in six primary areas
of the law, including Civil Litigation, Construction, Corporate and Business, Intellectual Property, Labor and Employ-
ment and Estate Planning, Trusts and Probate. SMWB provides its clients with cost effective, result oriented legal rep-

resentation of the highest caliber.

Our success is the result of a reputation for providing superior client service without unwarranted expense. The attor-
neys in each practice area collaborate to ensure that every client's needs are served and that lasting client relationships

are fostered.

For further information on the web at: www.smwb.com

Sl /mricam Stndard

Lo

eene 1ITE TIATIIE FEOCOGHIZEH
thraugiout the world for guality
froducts is alse the name
Giling contractors can count
on for redialie COMMERGIAL
WATER NEATERS

Far Your Free Product Catalog and
Distribator Lecations Please Call:

1-800-900-9063
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KALB'S COLUMN -- Oct. 21, 2010
LLC Contractor Licensing, Corporate Licenses and

Business Names

Having many years experience assisting contractors, it’s always a pleasure to hear from them again. In this particular case, my
answer will likely be of interest to an unlimited number of contractors. Another contractor knows that the company name you’re
using has a direct impact on what kind of business comes through the door...

Q: I have worked with you several times applying for our Contractors Licenses. Our parent firm is a Limited Liability Company
(LLC), which does business in Arizona, Nevada and other states. Our corporation was created solely for the purpose of contract-
ing in California. With the change in California that will soon allow LLC’s to hold Contractor’s Licenses we’re wondering
whether there might be a provision for an entity like our corporation to transfer its licenses to its Parent Limited Liability Com-
pany? | would be interested in any information you might have regarding the upcoming change in California.

A: Thank you for your email and past use of our firm. | have written a letter, which | recently sent to a number of my clients (and
others) who have expressed interest in securing a LLC license. This summarizes where the CSLB is at and when we expect the
Board to allow LLC licenses to move forward (likely around January 1st). | have added your name to this list for future updates.

It does appear the CA Contractors Board will consider allowing a corporation to transfer its existing corporate license to the new
LLC entity. However, there are a few restrictions so not every company will be able to take advantage of this provision.

Any reader interested in receiving a periodic LLC update, should contact my office by phone, fax or email.

Q: Hello, rather than trying to get someone on the phone at CSLB, which is nearly impossible...I was hoping you might be able
to help. We are looking to incorporate our Sole Owner construction business. We currently carry a “B” license and 2 specialty
classes. Can the corporation have one name and the other 2 companies operate under different names but the same license num-
ber (i.e. XYZ Construction Inc.; XYZ Painting, XYZ Plumbing) or is there only ONE name allowed per license number? We
only have “construction” in our name and feel it deters people who think we may not be legit painters or plumbers (even though
we arel).

A: Thank you for the email inquiry. You have the option of incorporating and doing business under various names. Using your
example, this means you’d end up with 3 licenses, each with a different name and number.

Coordinating these can be tricky due to a recent change in CSLB policy. For example, you may want to first secure a new license
number for XYZ Construction Inc. or have your Sole Owner license transferred to the corporation. Once this is completed, the
two other original license applications can be filed (for XYZ Painting, XYZ Plumbing). To reiterate, each business name must
have it’s own license number.

Q: 'would like to reactivate my corporate license and keep my personal license on ice. Can | do this? | remember a time when it
was required that your personal license be active to qualify a corporate license.

A: I am not aware of any time in the last 30 years (which is as far back as my direct knowledge goes) where it was a requirement
to have both licenses active. This being said, it is up to you, as the contractor, to make a personal decision on whether you want
to reactivate one or both licenses. If you are unsure of the consequences, let’s talk further.

Knowledge is power. Knowing where to go for the answers is half the battle. Get expert assistance immediately when you e-mail
info@cutredtape.com, call (916) 443-0657, fax (916) 443-1908, or write me at Capitol Services, Inc., 1225 8th St. Ste. 580, Sacra-
mento, CA 95814.
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PHCC OF ALAMEDA AND CONTRA COSTA COUNTIES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS —

AND
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  cowmacos

DATE: November 15, 2011

PLACE: Frankie, Johnnie & Luigi Too! - Dublin
11891 Dublin Blvd
Dublin, CA 94568
Tel: (925) 828-9380

TIME: 5:00 P.M. Board of Director's Meeting
7:00 P.M. Dinner

PROGRAM: Dana Corey—Sweeney, Mason, Wilson & Bosomworth
Legislative updates, construction law retention, Idemnity changes
and new Lien Law codes

IMPORTANT: RESPOND WITH NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES ATTENDING &
DINNER SELECTION NO LATER THAN
than July 9th. Print this page and Fax To Chris at 455-4187 (925) or call (925) 455-4188

Salmon: Vegetarian:
Chicken: Veal Marsala:
Steak:

Company:

Names:

Please bring items for the soldiers, such as baby powder, shampoo, conditioners, g-tips, tooth
brushes, sock, hard candy, etc. Sample sizes work great! | f you don’t have time together up
these items and would still like to donate leave a check with Chris.
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PLUMBING DIVISION

BRASS FAUCETS FIXTURES PUMPS TOOLS
Delta Barclay Grundfos Channel Lock
Fisher Briggs Laing Collins
Kohler Commercial Enamel Little Giant General Wire
Mixet Kohler March Lenox
Moen Mansfield Makita
Price Pfister Sterling REGULATORS & Pasco
T&S Universal Rundle BACKFLOW PREV. Phoenix
Sloan Valves Febco Reed
BRASS VALVES Zum Valves Simmons Ridgid
Arrowhead Watts Werner Ladders
B &K GLUE Wilkins Wheeler Rex
Red & White Oatey
Watts Weld-ON REPAIR COUPS TUBING
JCM Copper
DISPOSALS INSTANT HOT-DISP. Clampette Wirsbo
I.S.E. I.S.E. Romac
Whirlaway Steamist Mission Rubber VALVE BOXES
Waste King SPECIALTIES Carson
DRAINS Whirlaway AB & A Christy
Frank Pattern Alsons
Jones Stephens PARTS FOR: Bemis WATER & GAS
LSP Products Delta Benjamin CONNECTORS
NDS Kohler Brasstech Brasscraft
Oatey Mixet D.O. Smith Dormont
Wade Moen LSP Products Eastman
Zumn Price Pfister Michigan Hanger U.S. Brass
Sloan Oatey
DRINKING All Other Brands Pasco WATER HEATERS
FOUNTAINS Under Partsmaster Plumbing Products A.O.Smith
Elkay Watco Ariston
Haws PIPE AND FITTINGS Watertite Aquastar
ABS ADS Westbrass Eeamax
FIBERGLASS Galv & Black T&C American Plumber Chronomite
TUB & SHOWER Clay Water Softeners Spacemaker
Florestone Copper Holdrite
Kohler Gastite Broan
Maax Hydroswirl AB&I No Hub
Sterling X-Tru Coat STAINLESS STEEL
Swan Nomaco Insulation SINKS R.V. CLOUD CO.
Swirl-Way Elkay 3000 WINCHESTER
FILTERS Kohler BLVD.
American Plumber | Sterling CAMPBELL CA. 9500
PH(408)378-7943
For over 38 years we have baen your supplier for alf vour piumb- (800)987-4001
i _Whether your needs are larae or smali, we are there fo FAX{(408)379-7249

fAelp you with most major brands in siock!
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Executive Manager’s
Report

by Chris Bonetti

Thanks again to all who helped to make the an-
nual Casino Nite once again a success! Thanks to
all of our table sponsors, and gift sponsors which
helped to make this Casino Nite another fun
night! Special thanks to Nina and her crew with
ARC Restoration for sponsoring the bbq dinner it
was very well done and very tasty also. Thanks
again Ninal!

I would also like to thanks Marie Neuman with
Water Damage Recovery for the cash donations
which where raffled through the night!

The horseracing was new this year and a lot of
fun too! Thanks to all who helped work the bar,
the door and clean up too!

Thanks to all who attended this fund raiser. It's
the fund raisers that keep your PHCC costs as
low as possible throughout the year.

The Christmas Party will be held December 6th
at Cattlemen’s Steak House so watch for your
invitation and be sure to RSVP as soon as possi-
ble as this will be sold out! This is a prepaid
event.

I am setting up a CPR class in February for our
students in the training program so watch for
details next month if you would like to sign up.
Space will be limited and there will be a fee.

The annual crab feed will be January 21st so be
sure to save this date!

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next
meeting be sure to attend as Dana Corey will
have new up dated information on construction
law retention, and lien laws so be sure to RSVP
when you get the notice.

Chris
PHCC-ACCC

NOVEMBER'S
Special Days

SSASAEEESESEESESESE

Steve & Ann Rivers
(Rivers Plbg, Htg & Air)
Happy Anniversary - 27 years
November 19th

We wish you all a very Special Day
and many more.

Please send in your Birthday or Anniversary date so we
can wish you the very best for your
special day!
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CAL-STEAM

a WOLSELEY company

SERVING YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS SINCE 1935

CAL STEAM has the largest inventory of Plumbing and Mechanical products
in the Bay Area and has been carefully planned to better serve our customers
with:

« A complete Plumbing, Mechanical and Hydronics inventory

« Outstanding Customer Service, offering same day delivery

« 11 locations located throughout the Bay Area.

« Quotations dept. offering estimating services and “just in time”
job delivery

CAL STEAM knows that time is money and our reputation over the years has
been built on saving both! Give us a call or better yet, come visit us at one of
our convenient locations:

San Jose

400 E. Brokaw Rd.
408-441-7276

Mgr. Steve Hodson

San Francisco
777 Mariposa St.
415-861-7473
Mgr. John Filardo

Redwood City
604 Price Ave.
650-364-5880
Mgr. Bryan Ortiz

Santa Rosa San Leandro Sacramento

4137 South Mooreland Ave. 10400 Bigge St. 3320 Orange Grove,
707-584-1551 510-633-0900 North Highlands
Mgr. John Waddell Mgr. Fred Raviol 916-487-3900

Mgr. Justin Pieraldi
Marin Emeryville
25 Dodie St., San Rafael 1472 66" St.
415-459-2009 510-594-0400
Mgr. Matt Tabaracci Mgr. Pete Rubenis

Vacaville

2151 E. Monte Vista
707-452-1052

Mgr. Robert Cottam

Burlingame Dublin

1471 North Carolan Ave.
650-340-8710
Mgr. Matt DiSanto

6800 Sierra Ct. Unit G
925-828-7012
Mgr. Ward Hallock

Hayward- Office/Dist.
1595 Crocker Ave
510-512-7700

General Mgr. Gregg Rayfield
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PHCC

==== |Jncoming Educational Foundation Webinars

Webinars from the PHCC Educational Foundation are an easy way to get great training delivered
straight to your desktop or tablet.

PHCC members can log into this site to access our library of previously recorded sessions at no
charge. Click on the link below.

What's In Your Social Media Stew? Converting Random Strangers Into Raving

Date: Wednesday, November 2, Fans

2011 Date: Wednesday, November 16, 2011
Time: 3:00pm - 4:00pm ET Time: 3:00pm - 4:00pm ET

Free Member Webinar Free Member Webinar

http://www.phccweb.org/EducationEvents/content.cfm?ltemNumber=7789&navitemNumber=10130

éééééééééééi&éi

PHCC Christmas Party

December 6th
Cattlemen’s Steakhouse
Livermore

F Y
F Y
F Y
Call in for reservations *.
F Y
F Y
F Y
F 3

This is a prepaid event and fills up fast. Don’t
miss out! Contact Chris at the PHCC office
(925) 455-4188

¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
¥ 3
F'
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NOW WITH THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

e HEATING

SUPPLY COMPANY * SHEET METAL

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR

2800 SAN PABLO AVE 96 WOODLAND AVE 1742 STONE AVE
OAKLAND, CA 94608 SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901 SAN JOSE, CA 95125
PH: (510) 444-6614 PH: (415) 454-1174 PH: (408) 294-6614
FX: (510) 444-2518 FX: (415) 454-9879 FX: (408) 294-4644
MATT LAIOLO CHRIS WALTHER PETE PLANTINGA

WWW.RUBENSTEINSUPPLY.COM | INFO@RUBENSTEINSUPPLY.COM | FOLLOW US: ﬂ F}E

PHCC Pipe Dope

PHCC of Alameda & Contra Costa Counties, Inc.
135 Lindbergh Ave. Suite C
Livermore, CA 94551
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